228	THE COMMONWEALTH OF
Aborigines . 127. In reckoning the numbers of the people of the
counted in Commonwealth, or of a State or other part of the Common-
popu°ia-ng wealth, aboriginal natives shall not be counted.
tion.
chap. vin.	CHAPTER VIII.
of ConaS-	alteration of the CONSTITUTION.1
tutlon*        128. This Constitution shall not be altered except in
Mode of   the following manner:—
altering	°
the Con- The proposed law for the alteration thereof must be
passed by an absolute majority of each House of the Parlia-
ment, and not less than two nor more than six months
after its passage through both Houses the proposed law
shall be submitted in each State to the electors qualified to
1 On the introduction of the principle of the referendum see Introduc-
tion, p. 65.
The provisions with regard to the alteration of the Constitution set out
in Article V of the Constitution of the United States are as follows : The
Congress, whenever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary,
shall propose amendments to this Constitution, or, on the application of
the Legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall call a convention
for proposing amendments, which, in either case, shall be valid to all
intents and purposes as part of this Constitution, when ratified by the
Legislatures of three-fourths of the several States, or by conventions in
three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may be
proposed by the Congress; provided . . . that no State, without its con-
sent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate.
Compare Article 20 of the Swiss Constitution: Lorsqu'une section da
rassemble*e fe"de"rale de*crete la revision (totale) de la constitution fe'de'rale
et que 1'autre section n'y consent pas, ou bien lorsque cinquante mille
"citoyens Suisses ayant droit de voter demandent la revision (totale), la
question de savoir si la constitution fe'de'rale doit Stre revised est, dans Pun
comme dans 1'autre cas, soumise a la votation du peuple Suisse, par oui
ou par non.
Si, dans Tun ou Tautre de ces cas, la majorite* des citoyens Suisses,
prenant part a la votation, se prononce pour Taffirmative, les'deux con-
seils seront renouveles pour travailler a la revision.
The alteration of the Canadian Constitution rests, as we have seen,
-    with the British Parliament.
The South African Union, being a unitary Government and not a federa-
tion, its Parliament has full powers to alter the Constitution. In certain
cases, however, such power cannot be exercised tiU after the expiration
of a period often years from the coming into force of the Act; and, in'
certain other cases, a majority of two-thirds is required of the total
number of both Houses voting at a joint sitting.

